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RE: Attorney General's Opinions KP-0049 & KP0047 

Dear Judge Jones: 
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123rd JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
PANOLA COUNTY, TEXAS 

COUNTY COURT AT LAW 
PANOLA COUNTY, TEXAS 

I have reviewed Attorney General Ken Paxton's Opinion KP-0049 and Opinion KP-0047 which 
were issued on December 21,2015 concerning Penal Code 30.06 and 30.07 notifications and signage 
without risk from incurring a civil penalty under section 411.209 of the Government Code. 

After reviewing these opinions and examining relevant Texas law pertaining to this it is my legal opinion 
that Panola County may designate the Judicial Center as a weapon free zone. 

It is also my legal opinion that 30.06 and 30.07 signage prohibiting weapons may be placed on the 
Commissioners Courtroom doors as well as the doors to both offices of the Justices of the Peace 
including the Justice of the Peace Courtroom. 

This as you know is a new law passed by our elected legislature that takes effect on January 1 st, 2016. 
The Attorney General's opinions while not as clear as I would like are somewhat helpful. 

There are many unanswered questions that will be answered in our courts and more Attorney General 
Opinions are coming. I feel this matter will be fine-tuned in Austin when the legislature meets again. In 
the meantime we will stay alert to any changes in the laws or legal interpretations and adopt our 
policies to legally comply for the interest of our citizens. 

Please advise if you have any question in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Da y Buck Davidson 
Criminal District Attorney 

PANOLA COUNTY JUDICIAL CENTER #301 • 108 S SYCAMORE· CARTHAGE, TEXAS 75633 • (903) 693-0310 • FAX (903) 693-0368 
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Re: Concealed Handgun and Openly Carried Handgun Signs 

Dear County Judges, County Attorneys and Sheriffs: 

Enclosed are two Attorney General Opinions about whether the statute permitting county 

officials to ban guns in or on the "premises of any government court or offices utilized by the 

court" means guns could be excluded from an entire building housing a court or just those 

portions of a building containing the actual courtroom and supporting offices. 

Without answering the question, in Op. No. KP-0047, the Attorney General acknowledges that 

the "courtroom and offices" language is unclear and implies, but does not state, that a blanket 

gun ban for an entire building could subject the county to an enforcement action and possible 

fines. The Opinion goes on to suggest that local authorities consult with the government courts 

(i.e., district courts, statutory county courts, constitutional county courts and justice of the peace 

courts) and determine what portions of a building include "government courtrooms and offices 

essential to the operation of a government court" for themselves. In other words, the Opinion 

provides little to no guidance at all. 

In Op. No. KP-0049, the Attorney General comments again on the lack of clarity surrounding 

the "courtroom and offices" language and reiterates that concealed handguns may only be 

prohibited from "government courtrooms and the offices essential to the operation of the 

courts." Again, it is implied, but not stated, that banning guns from an entire courthouse could 

subject a county to enforcement action. 

We understand that you strive to make the best decisions to support the health, safety, welfare 

and civil rights of your county residents based on the facts and conditions unique to your local 

facilities and operations. As more information about the new open and concealed gun laws 

becomes available, TAC will strive to distribute timely and relevant materials in support of 

those decisions. 

Executive Director 

Texas Association of Counties 

(512) 478-8753· (800) 4,)6-5974· (512) 478-0519 FAX. wV.W count) org· 1210 San Antol1lO, Austin, TX 78701· POBox 2131, Austm. TX 78768-2131 

Gene Terry, Executwe DIrector 
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